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THE EFFECT OF THE AHV PROACTIVE EXTRA BOLUS 
ON FRESH COW RETENTION 

To demonstrate the effectiveness of the AHV Proactive Extra Bolus Protocol in dairy cows, evaluating its effects on 
improving longevity and health. 

 

KEY FINDINGS 

After implementation of the AHV Proactive Extra Bolus Protocol, cows have shown: 
 

• A 70% decrease in 60-day mortality (p<0.001) 

• A 41% decrease in 60-day sold events (p<0.006) 

• A 14% decrease in cows with a 60-day udder health issue 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Recent research has shown that a cow’s 5th lactation is her most profitable lactation, followed by her 6th, then 7th, then 
4th lactation [1]. It has also been shown that cows do not have a lifetime net profit until they have nearly finished their 
3rd lactation [2]. However, over 70% of cows are culled before the end of their 3rd lactation with over 45% never even 
reaching that break-even lactation [3].  
 
If we put profitability aside, supply of heifers is also a concern. The average annual herd cull rate is approximately 36% 
[4]. 36% of the nation’s 9.36 million cows [5] is 3.369 million cows that will need to be replaced. However, there is only 
an expected 2.593 million heifers expected to calve [6]. Ultimately, we need to improve the longevity of the herd without 
impacting the farm's bottom line. Data shows that AHV's proactive approach allows producers to keep healthy cows on 
the farm for longer. 

  

RESULTS 

   

There was a 70% decrease in 60-day 
mortality (for any reason) for cows 
given AHV in comparison to control 

cows. 

There was a 41% decrease in 60-day 
selling (for any reason) for cows given 
AHV in comparison to control cows. 

There was an 14% decrease in 60-
day udder issues for cows given AHV 

in comparison to control cows. 
 

  

TRIAL FARM INFORMATION 

Date: 2024  Doc Version: 1.00 

Location: Farms across USA (CA, ID, WI) Herd size: 10,000+ 

Average Milk Production (lbs): N/A Feed: TMR 

 
  

P<0.001 P<0.006 
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TRIAL SCOPE (trial protocol/approach) 

2,700+ animals in the assessment in 3 different states 
(CA, ID, WI) 
Number of animals per group: 
 

LGRP  AHV Control 

Overall 1,134 1,569 

2 513 662 

3 621 907 

 

AHV Protocol: Extra Bolus 0-14 days fresh 
Control Protocol: No Extra Bolus administration or other 
proactive protocols 
 
Overall notes: 
1. Farm required to have 50 AHV cows total to be 
included 
2. Data only from 2024 
3. Culled animals are included in data 
4. Extra Protocol < 14 DIM 
5. Control = Fresh during the same time period 
6. Only evaluated 60-days post-calving data 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS (AHV protocol) 

AHV recommends applying Extra, Aspi and Booster Bolus 7-14 days post-calving for optimal results and herd success. 
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HAVE A QUESTION? 

Visit www.ahvint.com to schedule a appointment with a AHV Farm Advisor. 

 

http://www.ahvint.com/

